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Everything is going according to story for CeCi (Cinderella), Bianca (Snow White), and Rory
(Sleeping Beauty) - until the day that Zell (Rapunzel) decides to leave Grimmland and pursue
her life. Now, Zell's best friends are left to wonder whether their own passions are worth risking
their predetermined "happily ever afters", regardless of the consequences. CeCi wonders
whether she should become a professional chef, sharp-tongued and quick-witted Bianca wants
to escape an engagement to her platonic friend, and Rory will do anything to make her boorish
husband love her. But as Bianca's wedding approaches, can they escape their fates - and is
there enough wine in all of the Realm to help them?In this hilarious modern interpretation of the
fairy-tale stories we all know and love, Letters to Zell explores what happens when women
abandon the stories they didn't write for themselves and go completely off script to follow their
dreams.

A World Not to Come is a magnificent first book. Raúl Coronado makes the case that the
meeting of Anglos and Mexicans in the Southwest occasioned not only political and military
conflict but also epistemological struggle between two different systems of thought. Latinos in
the U.S. attempted forge what in hindsight can be seen as a modern social imaginary. The
differences between these conflicting visions of an American imaginary are still very much with
us and help define the nature of the present interactions between Anglos and Latinos within the
boundaries of the U.S. and outside of them. This is a compelling thesis about the need for a
'transnational' view of the Americas and the recognition that an undifferentiated history of 'Latino'
writings cannot easily be extracted from the historical record. Coronado's argument on both
counts should advance significantly our understanding of the relationship between the Anglo
and Latin Americas in the nineteenth century. (Ramón Saldívar, Stanford University)In this
brilliantly conceived book, Raúl Coronado turns over the forgotten record of a Texas rebellion,
and from it spins an absorbing counter-history of a distinctively Latino tradition of political
thought. A World Not to Come will stand as a major contribution to the emergent multilingual
portrait of print culture in the U.S., and to the comparative intellectual and literary history of the
Americas in general. (Kirsten Silva Gruesz, University of California, Santa Cruz)Coronado's A
World Not to Come is already a standard, well on its way to becoming a classic. The
comprehensiveness of the research is extraordinary: an extraordinary job, extraordinarily well
done. (Rolena Adorno, Yale University)Coronado's book offers a fascinating alternative history of
modernity, one rooted in the forgotten archives of Texas. Well-timed to intervene in
contemporary debates on rights theory and sovereignty, Coronado tells the story of how
Spanish-American intellectuals of the early nineteenth century took the work of now-forgotten
Catholic Reformation thinkers to produce a model of rights based on collective well-being and



'public happiness.' The Anglo-American Protestant history of rights suppressed a rich and
complex Spanish version, and Coronado finds in these conservative thinkers a revolutionary
potential that I believe found fruition in liberation theology in the Americas. (Carrie Tirado
Bramen, University at Buffalo (SUNY))In a work of great originality and breathtaking erudition,
Raúl Coronado writes a compelling history of an alternative West, a history spanning continents,
oceans, centuries, and genres. The story told in A World Not to Come is the story of modernity
itself, inflected through an immense and virtually unstudied archive of Latino writing that the
author reads as a fragmented narrative of becoming. This is cultural history of the highest order.
(Anna Brickhouse, University of Virginia)This is a book about Tejanos and the printing press in
the Age of Revolutions. Between 1810 and 1848, Tejanos witnessed momentous sociopolitical,
cultural changes and responded by articulating their own peculiar narratives of modernity
through the printing press--narratives that both Mexican and U.S. historiographies have erased.
Coronado brings these forgotten narratives, poised between utopia and disillusionment, deftly
back to life. This is a moving meditation on the making of the first 'Latino' public sphere. (Jorge
Cañizares-Esguerra, University of Texas at Austin)Reading British colonial writers as the sole
founders of American culture lends our history a false sense of teleology, as though we were
always going to end up here. One of the greatest strengths of Coronado’s book is its ability to
remind us of other paths we might have taken; other worlds different ‘we’s’ might have made… A
World Not to Come boldly challenges the dominance of the westward expansion narrative… At
once a gripping history, a dizzying synthesis of Enlightenment philosophical currents, and a
breathtaking feat of original archival research, his book merits reading by anyone interested in
American literature, Latina/o studies, economic history, or Western philosophy. A World Not to
Come demands that we recalibrate our sense of what ‘American’ literary history looks like. (John
Alba Cutler Los Angeles Review of Books 2014-07-02)About the AuthorRaúl Coronado is
Associate Professor of Ethnic Studies at the University of California, Berkeley.
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sarah brown, “Letters To Zell. I've always been a big fan of fairytale retellings, especially when
they're done really well and with a little something extra to let it stand out, and that's what you get
with Letters To Zell.Zell (Rapunzel) has left Grimmland to run a Unicorn Reserve with her
husband and kids, and this is where the different takes on these famous fairytales begin, the
stories of CeCi (Cinderella), Bianca (Snow White) and Rory (Sleeping Beauty) are told through
letters to Zell.Things aren't as great as we would be led to believe after all the happily ever
afters, CeCi is under pressure to produce an heir, neither her nor her husband Edmund (Prince
Charming) wants kids, and there's also her dream of becoming a chef, she also has her
Stepmother and Stepsisters still living with her.Bianca doesn't want to be Queen, isn't in love
with her future husband and would rather live in the 'Outside' (our world) where on a visit with
CeCi and Rory met Rachel whom she has developed feelings for, the problem she has is she
must complete her story otherwise her world will cease to be.Then we have Rory who is
unhappy with her life, after her true first love was banished from Grimmland she got stuck with
Henry, a serial cheater, and while Rory sort of has a clue about his extramarital affairs she turns
a blind eye, desperate for a child of her own.Through the story CeCi, Bianca and Rory will take
matters into their own hands and create their own happily ever afters, their own endings, and the
lives they've always wanted, except for one who will find that her life hasn't improved through no
fault of her own.Letters To Zell is at times humorous, adventurous and entertaining especially
because of a certain Snow White, an antithesis of the character we're used to reading about, a
swearing, finger flipping, bisexual who has no problem telling anyone and everyone exactly how
it is.Certainly nothing you would expect here from a retelling, but that's what makes it so different
and exciting to read.One of the best fairytale retellings I've ever read, and I've read quite a few.If
you're in the mood for something so unexpected from these characters then be sure to pick this
book up, it's highly delightful.”

Cande, “So good. This was a wonderful book. It's retelling of Snow White, Rapunzel, Sleeping
Beauty and Cinderella, where they all are friends, living in a magic fairy tale world and traveling
to the real world. CeCi (Cinderella), Bianca (Snow White) and Rory (Sleeping Beauty) send
letters to Zell (Rapunzel) who has moved away with her family.This is the after of "they lived
happily ever after". Many problems were unsolved in these stories and really, the endings of
these princesses were far from ideal. CeCi wants to go to the real world and study culinary arts.
Bianca wants to explore and try everything. Rory just follows them along at first, but she has her
own adventures.The three of them are very interesting and develop characters. They struggle
with what their fairy tale society tells them what they should want and what they really want. The
book deals with finding yourself and your passion. At the end, they all take their own decisions.
(view spoiler)The book shows how powerful and beautiful friendship and platonic love is. These
women fight and get angry, but never give up on each other. I loved how each marriage was very



different. CeCi has problems with her husband, but they solved them, they talk and get to a
better place. Bianca and her husband are actually friends and don't have romantic feelings. Zell
doesn’t want to be with hers and leaves him.They also talk about forgiveness, especially to other
women. Which I really like.It is a very bittersweet story, but it has a hopeful ending. So yeah, if
you want a fantasy book with female friendship and a bisexual princess getting her happy
ending, give Letters to Zell a try.”

Anne Anthony, “'Happily Ever After' Means Writing Your Own Story!!. I can’t decide which I loved
more, the crack-me-up quips, the underlying feminist strength or the tender and honest belief
that every woman must create and live her own story. I am certain of one thing: I loved reading
Camille Greip's novel Letters to Zell.Structuring an entire novel as a series of letters presents
any author with a formidable challenge: how to grab and sustain readers' interest throughout.
Ms. Griep tackled the challenge with humor, truth telling and by fleshing out 'storybook'
characters as real women who make mistakes, struggle with owning up to those mistakes and
finding forgiveness for those who've done them wrong.I began reading this book while sitting on
the beach believing it to be a 'fun read,' and it's definitely that, but also so much more. These
women presented to us as flat characters in fairytales when we were young, bloom under this
author's guidance into authentic real women an adult reader can respect and love.Beneath her
entertaining story, however, Ms. Greip subtly weaves in real psychological disorders which
manifest themselves in relationships between the ‘white knight’ and the ‘damsel in distress.’
Olivia Shaffett writes in her 2015 article Damsel in Distress Disorder published in Modern Girls
these relationships can strip a woman of her power:“Because this particular kind of guy only
likes you when you’re acting like a “damsel in distress.” He is completely there for you through
your emotional breakdowns and more vulnerable moments. But once you get yourself together
and start succeeding at life? Forget it. This particular guy becomes the biggest bully in your life.
When you’re down, he will do anything for you. When you’re up, he tears you right back
down.”Letters to Zell shows that playing either of these roles makes 'happily ever after' nearly
impossible.And if I may quote, Cecilia Cinder Charming,"Wouldn't we be better friends to one
another, better lovers, better people if we all believed the best of ourselves, our friends, the
future--at least every once in a while?"As a 'Human,' I couldn't have said it better myself.”

Aoife, “These Princesses are not happy to sit back and settle with their 'happy ever afters'.
Rapunzel has upped and left Grimmland with her husband and kids to help run a unicorn
sanctuary in Oz. And now Cinderella, Aurora and Snow White are left to figure out what to do
without her. Suddenly Zell's leaving sparks the idea of doing more in the other Princesses'
heads. CiCi wants to be a chef, which means taking lessons outside in the real world. Snow
White suddenly realises her wedding may not be the be all and end all of her life and she could
be free to love whoever she wants. And Aurora, well she discovers coffee and that maybe her
husband isn't her happily ever after after all. Letters to Zell explores the bumps that come after



the happily ever after is sealed and how sometime you have to work pretty hard to get it.If you
liked Beauty Queens by Libba Bray, I think you might like this book. While Chapters to Zell is not
quite as satirical as Beauty Queens, it definitely that over-the-topness I associate with Libba
Bray's book. The girls are loud and dramatic and they, and the world they live in, have ideals
about how they should live and what they should look like and it's a stretch to try and change
these. But the more the girls travel through the portal, the more their eyes open to other things
and their real dreams. They begin to fight for what they want - CiCi for her cooking classes,
Bianca for her freedom and Rory for some magic spell that make her life better than it should
be.I thought it was interesting that we never really got to meet Zell. Just heard about what she
was like by the letters the other characters wrote to her. She was definitely some ideal fairy
princess until the end when CiCi had a go at her and we discover that Zell isn't actually as
perfect as we think. I liked that there was some diversity to the books as well, and there was
never any hoo-haa about Bianca's choice of partner Outside. I loved that relationship, though it
seemed very rushed. I really enjoyed Cici's relationship dynamic with Edmund who at first I
thought a bit snobbish and then turned out to be thoughtful and understanding. I also loved the
princesses' reactions to their Disneyland counter-parts.Definite LOL moments.This book will
throw any ideas you have about your fairy princesses out of the water. So stop thinking about the
singing Disney versions, and think more along the lines of the kick-butt princesses we see in
Once Upon A Time, cause that's what these girls are mixed in with a little bit of LA-grit.”

Tanya marie, “fantastical book. Beautiful story with lots of fantastical characters. Its refreshing to
see fairytale characters in another light. Throughout the eighty-two letters written either by the
characters: CeCi (Cinderella), Rory (Sleeping Beauty) and Bianca (Snow White) you get a real
feel for how the characters feel and the emotions throughout the book while they write to Zell
(Rapunzel) and a few to each other. It shows the life after the happily ever after and for those of
us who grew up with these characters in our lives it really brings it all back. I am intrigued to what
else may come from this book and the author as well.”

The book by Tripp Ellis has a rating of  5 out of 3.8. 277 people have provided feedback.
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